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John  Palmer was raised on a farm in Showell, Maryland, was drafted
into the Army at age eighteen. He took his basic at Ft McLennan, Alabama,
and from there he went to Ft Ord, and joined the men of the 96th in Hawaii.
He was one of a group of Deadeyes sent to Saipan and saw limited action
there as the battle came to close. He rejoined the division and made the
landing on Okinawa and was assigned as the Medic of E Company, with no
more training than anyone else had in basic.

He recalls killing Japanese soldiers on occasion, as needed, and had
been on night patrols with the infantry. He often had to address the
wounded in dangerous situations, and during those times he was protected
by others. He was in on a lot of situations to numerous to recall in detail.

Throughout his book of 147 pages he provides much history of E
company and his 2nd Battalion for his reader. The narrative he wrote is the
result of careful research.

Excerpts of his story
may be found on pages from his book that follows, and his specific actions
are noted on each page.





Now we move to another page on another incident a few pages later.





One of John’s friends’s helped to carry Gen Easley back and he
reported that Easley’s pearl handled pistols were missing. It was learned
later that a man named Roy Hufstutler of Ridgeway, Illinois had one. But
that was twenty years ago and he is deceased, so we will never know the
truth. They had been inlaid with the Blue and White Deadeye logo.

John printed a few copies of his book for friends and family and
reported that he was glad to be a part of this history, and wishes that his
children and their children would remember him and Deadeyes for years to



come. He has kept in contact with his friends, and still resides in Berlin,
Maryland.

“We all fought for freedom for all and peace on earth. I just did my duty like
all military men do.”

John L Palmer, Deadeye


